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We must seek for the cause of this degeneration in the
diffusion of production already mentioned. The provinces
had started production to satisfy their own needs, and mass-
production at low prices. Thus, the finer and dearer article
was driven out of the markets; and the factories and work-
shops of the purely industrial countries, which found a ready
sale in earlier times, now stood idle. At the same time the
gradual decline, already mentioned, of culture in the middle
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Restoration of the praetorium of the legionary camp of Vetera (Xanten), It
has the same plan as the praetorium of Saalburg, Before the front is a portico.
Another portico surrounds the court. After ' Germania Romana *.

classes created a demand for a coarser and less artistic product.
This failure of skill and artistic feeling was accompanied by
a change in methods of production. The system of large
factories, which started at Athens and was developed in the
chief Hellenistic centres of industry, had reached some cities
in Italy by the first century B.C., but declined steadily after
the middle of the second century. In the Italian and pro-
vincial towns of the second century A. D., the work was chiefly
done by workmen in a small way and in small workshops.
A rich manufacturer was a man who owned a number of such
establishments; and the hands employed were mainly slaves.
Under the empire, especially during the first two centuries,
there was a remarkable development of trade, wholesale and
retail, both by land and sea. Regular commercial relations